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Bashkir language 


Bashkir (/' ba: Jkisr, 'bsej-/; Bashkir: EauiXopTca, EauiXopT 
Teae, [baj ' qort t9'19] (glisten)) is a Turkic language belonging to 
the Kipchak branch. It is co-official with Russian in Bashkortostan. 
It is spoken by approximately 1.2 million native speakers in Russia. 
It has three dialect groups: Southern, Eastern and Northwestern. 
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Speakers 


Speakers of Bashkir mostly live in the Russian republic of 
Bashkor tostan . Many speakers also live in Tatarstan, Chelyabinsk, 
Oren burg , Tyum en, Sverdlovsk and Kurgan Oblasts and other 
regions of Russia. Minor Bashkir groups also live in Kazakhstan 
and other countries. 

Classification 


Bashkir together with Tatar belongs to the Bulgaric (Russian: 
KbinuaKCKO-SynrapcKan) subgroups of the Kipchak languages. They 
both share the same vocalism and the vowel shifts (see below) that 
make both the languages stand apart from most other Kipchak and 
Oghuz Turkic languages. 

However, Bashkir differs from Tatar in several important ways: 


Bashkir 


BawxopTca 

Native to 

Russia 

Region 

Bashkortostan 

Ethnicity 

Bashkirs 

Native speakers 

1.2 

million (2010 
census)M 

Language family 

Turkic 

■ Common 
Turkic 

■ Kipchak 

■ North 
Kipchak 

■ Bashkir 

Early form 

Old Tatar 
language 

Writing system 

Cyrillic 

Official status 

Official language in 

Russia 

■ 

Bashkiria 

Language codes 

ISO 639-1 

ba (https://w 

ww.loc.gov/st 

andards/iso63 

9-2/php/langc 

odes_name.ph 

p?iso_639_l=b 

a) 

ISO 639-2 

bak (https:// 

www.loc.gov/s 

tandards/iso6 

39-2/php/lang 

codes_name.ph 

p?code_ID=42) 

ISO 639-3 

bak 

Glottolog 

bashl264 (htt 

p://glottolo 

































■ Bashkir has dental fricatives IQI and Idl in the place of 
Tatar (and other Turkic) Isl and Izl. Bashkir IQI and Idl, 
however, cannot begin a word (there are exceptions: ?yp 
zur 'big', and the particle/conjunction 3 a l^a za/za). The 
only other Turkic language with a similar feature is 
Turkmen. However, in Bashkir IQI and Idl are two 
independent phonemes, distinct from Isl and Izl , whereas 
in Turkmen [0] and [5] are the two main realizations of the 
common Turkic Is/ and Izl. In other words, there are no Is/ 
and Izl phonemes in Turkmen, unlike Bashkir which has 
both Isl and Izl and IQI and Idl. 

■ The word-initial and morpheme-initial Is/ is turned into /h/. 
An example of both features can be Tatar cy 3 suz [syz] 
and Bashkir hy? huz [hy01, both meaning "word". 

■ Common Turkic /tj/ (Tatar /e/) is turned into Bashkir Isl, 
e.g., Turkish agag [a' atj], Tatar aran agag [a' tsac] and 
Bashkir afac agas [a' bas], all meaning "tree". 

■ The word-initial Izl in Tatar always corresponds to /j/ in 
Standard Bashkir, e.g., Tatar >K,bmbi cili [zy ' Iy] and 
Bashkir Mbtnbi yih [jY' Iy], both meaning "warm". However, 
the eastern and northern dialects of Bashkir have the /j/ > / 

shift. 

The Bashkir orthography is more explicit, /q/ and Isl are written 
with their own letters X X and F f, whereas in Tatar they are treated 
as positional allophones of /k/ and /g/, written K k and T r. 
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Geographic distribution of Bashkir 
language in the Russian Empire 
according to 1897 census 
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Bashkirs in Russia by administrative 
districts (raions) in 2010 


Labial vowel harmony in Bashkir is written explicitly, e.g. Tatar TopMbinibiM tormi§im and Bashkir 
TopMomoM tormo§om, both pronounced [tormo ' Jom], meaning "my life". 


Orthography 


After the adoption of Islam, which began in the 10th century and 
lasted for several centuries, the Bashkirs began to use Turki as a 
written language. Turki was written in a variant of the Arabic script. 

In 1923, a writing system based on the Arabic script was specifically 
created for the Bashkir language. At the same time, the Bashkir 
literary language was created, moving away from the older written 
Turkic influences. At first, it used a modified Arabic alphabet. In 
1930 it was replaced with the Unified Turkic Latin Alphabet, which 
was in turn replaced with an adapted Cyrillic alphabet in 1939. 

The modern alphabet used by Bashkir is based on the Russian alphabet, with the addition of the following 
letters: 3 0 /ae/, 0 e /o/, Y_y [y], fjF Isl, Xx Iql, /q/, Idl, Q_g_ IQI, h_h /h/. 
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Letters and symbols of the Bashkir Cyrillic alphabet 


Cyrillic version 
(Capital) 

Cyrillic version 
(Small) 

Pronunciation 

Notes 

A 

a 

[a], [a] 


B 

6 

[b] 


B 

B 

[v], [w] 


F 

F 

[y] 


A 

A 

[d] 


? 

? 

[3] 


E 

e 

till [i], De], [e] 


E 

e 

[jo] 


>K 

>K 

[3] 


3 

3 

[z] 


1/1 

n 

[i] 


I/I 

n 

U] 


K 

K 

[k] 


X 

X 

[q] 


n 

n 

[1] 


M 

M 

[m] 


H 

H 

[n] 


K 

A 

M 


o 

0 

[y], [ 0 ] 


0 

e 

[ 0 ] 


n 

n 

[P] 


p 

P 

[r] 


c 

c 

[s] 


£ 

S 

[0] 


T 

T 

[t] 


y 

y 

[u], [w] 


Y 

Y 

[y], N 


0 

$ 

ra 


X 

X 

[X] 


h 

h 

[h] 


y 

A 

[ts] 


M 

H 

[te] 


LU 

LU 

[?] 


1A 

■A 

[££] 





"b 

b 

[-] 


bl 

bl 

[W], [i] 


b 

b 

[ J ] 


3 

3 

[i], [e] 


3 

a 

[ae] 


KD 

KD 

Uu] 



n 

U a ]. [ja] 



Phonology 


Vowels 

Bashkir has nine native vowels, and three or four loaned vowels (mainly in Russian loanwords) 

Phonetically, the native vowels are approximately thus (with the Cyrillic letters and the usual Latin 
romanization in angle brackets; R+ means rounded): 



Front 

Back 


Spread 

Rounded 

Spread 

Rounded 

Close 

m (i) 

[i] 

Y <u> 

[y~«] 


y <u) 

[u] 

Mid 

3, e (e) 
[e~9] 

e (6) 

[ 0 ~e] 

bi (i) 

[y~a] 

o (o) 

[0] 

Open 

3 (a) 

[ae~a] 


a (a) 

[a] 



The two mid unrounded vowels are always short, in an unstressed position they are frequently elided, as in 
Keme ke§e [ke' Je] > [kje] 'person', or Kbi ni bi qi§i [qY' Jy] > [qjY] '(his) winter'Low back /a/ is 
rounded [a] in the first syllable and after [d], but not in the last, as in 6ana bala [bo ' la] 'child', bajianapfa 
balalarga [balDlDr 1 ts a] 'to children'In Russian loans there are also [i], [£j, [d] and [a], written the 
same as the native vowels: w, e/a, o, a respectively/ 3 ^ The mid vowels may be transcribed as lowered near- 
high [I, Y, 111, U], 

Historical shifts 

Historically, the Old Turkic mid vowels have raised from mid to high, whereas the Old Turkic high vowels 
have become the Bashkir reduced mid series. (The same shifts have also happened in Tatar.)^ 





Vowel 

Old Turkic 

Turkish 

Azerbaijani 

Kazakh 

Tatar 

Bashkir 

Gloss 

*e 

*et 

et 

at 

et 

it 

it 

'meat' 

*6 

*soz 

soz 

soz 

soz 

suz 

huz [hyQ] 

'word' 

*0 

*sol 

sol 

sol 

sol 

sul 

hul 

'left' 

*i 

*it 

it 

it 

it 

et 

et 

'dog' 

*i‘ 

*qi'z 

kiz 

qiz 

qiz 

qez[qvz] 

qez [qx0] 

'girl' 

*u 

*qum 

kum 

qum 

qum 

qom 

qom 

'sand' 

*u 

*kul 

kul 

kul 

kul 

kol 

kol 

'ash' 


Consonants 


The consonants of Bashkir^ 



Labial 

Labio- 

velar 

Dental 

Post- 

alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Glottal 

Nasals 

m (m) 

Iml 


h (n) 

Ini 



h(n) 

/Q/ 



Plosives 

Affricates 

Fricatives 

Sibilants 

Tri 

Approxi 

Voiceless 

n (p) 

/p/ 


T <t> 

Itl 


k (k) 

Id 

k (k) 

Ikl* 

X (q) 

Iql 

b/-b (’) 
/?/* 

Voiced 

6 (b) 

Ibl 


A <d> 

Idl 


r <g> 

/ f/ 

r (g) 

igl* 



Voiceless 



p (ts) 
ixsl* 


H (9) 

ltd* 




Voiceless 

Voiced 

cf> <f> 

IV* 


? (S) 

IQI 




x (x) 

/x/ 

h (h) 

Ibl 

B (V) 

M* 


? <z> 

Idl 




f <g> 

M 


Voiceless 



c (s) 

Isl 

UJ <§) 

l[l 





Voiced 



3 (z) 

Izl 

>K (j) 

in 





1 



P (r) 

Irl 






mants 


y/y/B (w) n (1) 

/w~q/ /I/ 


m (y) 

HI 





Notes 

A * The phonemes IV, l\/l, Its/, /to/, Ikl, Igl, /?/ are only found in loanwords. /?/ also exist in a 
few native onomatopoeic words. 

■ IQ, 51 are dental [0, 3], whereas Irl is apical alveolar [r]. The exact place of articulation of the 
other dental/alveolar consonants is unclear. 





Grammar 


A member of the Turkic language family, Bashkir is an agglutinative, SOV language.®^ A large part of 
the Bashkir vocabulary has Turkic roots; and there are many loan words in Bashkir from Russian, Arabic 
and Persian sources. 


Declension of nouns 



Case 

father 

mother 

child 

dog 

cat 


Nominative 

aia ata 

9 C 0 M asay 

6ana bala 

3 T et 

6ec0ii besay 


Genitive 

aTaHbin 

ataniri 

0C0M?ei-i 

asayzen 

6anaHbin 

balanm 

aneg 

etten 

6ec0ii?eii 

besayzen 


Dative 

aiafa ataga 

0C0Mr0 

asayga 

6anafa 

balaga 

3 TK 3 etka 

6ec0MT0 

besayga 

Singular 

Accusative 

aiaHbi atarii 

0C0ti?e 

asayze 

6anaHbi 

balam 

sue ette 

6ec0M?e 

besayze 


Locative 

aiana ata!a 

0 C 0 M ?0 

asayza 

6anana 

balala 

3 TT 8 etta 

6ec0ki?0 

besayza 


Ablative 

aiaHaH 

atanan 

0C0M30H 

asayzan 

6anaHaH 

balanan 

3 TT 0 H 

ettan 

6ec0ii?0H 

besayzan 


Nominative 

aianap 

atalar 

0 C 0 M? 0 p 

asayzar 

6ananap 

balalar 

3 TT 0 p 

ettar 

6ec0M?ap 

besayzar 


Genitive 

aianap^bin 

atatarzm 

0C0M?0p?eii 

asayzarzen 

6ananap?biii 

balalarzm 

3 TT 0 p?eii 

ettarzen 

6ec0M?0p?eii 

besayzarzen 

Plural 

Dative 

aianapfa 
atalarga 

0C0M?0pr0 

asayzarga 

6ananapfa 

balalarga 

3 TT 0 PT 0 

ettarga 

6ec0M?0pr0 

besayzarga 

Accusative 

aianap ?bi 
atalarzi 

0C0M?0p3e 

asayzarze 

6ananap?bi 

balalarzi 

3 TT 0 p?e 

ettarze 

6ec0ki?0p?e 

besayzarze 


Locative 

aianap?a 
atalarza 

0C0M?0p?0 

asayzarza 

6ananap?a 

balalarza 

3 TT 0 p ?0 

ettarza 

6ec0M?0p?0 

besayzarza 


Ablative 

aianap?aH 
atalarzan 

0 C 0 M? 0 p? 0 H 

asayzarzan 

6ananap?aH 

balalarzan 

3 TT 0 p? 0 H 

ettarzan 

6ec0ii?0p?0H 

besayzarzan 


Declension of pronouns 





Interrogative pronouns Personal pronouns 


Singular Plural 


Case 

who 

what 

1 

you 

(thou) 

he, 

she, 

it 

we 

you 

they 

Nominative 

KeM kem 

HUM a nima 

MI/IH 

min 

hMH hin 

yn ui 

6 e? bez 

he? hez 

y/iap ular 

Genitive 

KeMflen 

kemden 

HMM 3 Heii 

nimanen 

Mi/iHea 

mined 

hmnen 

hinen 

yHbiii 

unm 

6 e??eH, 

bezzen 

he??en 

hezzen 

ynap?bin 

ularzin 

Dative 

Keivira 

kemga 

HMMara 

nimaga 

Mi/ina 

mina 

hi/ina 

hina 

yra 

uga 

6 e?ra 

bezga 

he?ra 

hezga 

y/iapfa 

ularga 

Accusative 

KeMfle 

kemde 

HMM 3 He 

nimane 

Mi/me 

mine 

hi/me 

hine 

yHbi 

uni 

6 e??e 

bezze 

he??e 

hezze 

ynap?bi 

ularzi 

Locative 

KeMfla 

kemda 

HMM 3/13 

nimala 

Ml/lH,qa 

minda 

hMHfla 

hinda 

ynfla 

unda 

6 e??a 

bezza 

he??a 

hezza 

ynap?a 

ularza 

Ablative 

KeMflaH 

kemdan 

HMM 3 HaH 

nimanan 

MI/IH 3 H 

minan 

hHH 3 H 

hinan 

yHaH 

unan 

6 e?? 3 H 

bezzan 

he?? 3 H 

hezzan 

ynap?aH 

ularzan 


Demonstrative pronouns 


Case 

Singular 

Plural 

this 

that 

these 

those 

Nominative 

6 bm bil 

OHIO 0$0 

Luy/i 

$1// 

Tere 

tege 

6 bmap bilar 

OLiio/iap 

o§o/ar 

Luy/i ap 
$u/ar 

Tere/iap 

tegelar 

Genitive 

6 biHbin 

bmiri 

OLUOHOa 

o$o/ion 

LUyHblli 

§unm 

TereHeii 

tegenen 

6 bmap?biii 

bilarzm 

oi±io/iap?bin 

o§olarziri 

Luy/i ap?biii 
§ularzin 

Tere/iap?en 

tegelarzen 

Dative 

6 bifa 

biga 

OLUOfa 

o$oga 

Luyfa 

?uga 

Terera 

tegega 

6 bmapfa 

bilarga 

omo/iapfa 

o§olarga 

Luy/i ap fa 
§ularga 

Tere/iapra 

tegelarga 

Accusative 

6 blHbl 

bmi 

0 LU 0 H 0 

o$ona 

myHbi 

TereHe 

tegene 

6 bmap?bi 

bilarzi 

0 LU0/iap?bi 

o§olarzi 

i±iynap?bi 

§ularzi 

Tere/iap?e 

tegelarze 

Locative 

6 biHfla 

binda 

OLUOHfla 

o$onc/a 

myHfla 

§unda 

TereHfla 

tegenda 

6 bmap?a 

bilarza 

oiuo/iap?a 

o§olarza 

wy/i ap? a 
§ularza 

Tere/iap?a 

tegelarza 

Ablative 

6 biHaH 

bman 

OLUOHaH 

o$o/ian 

LuyHaH 

§unan 

TereHaH 

tegenan 

6 bmap?aH 

bilarzan 

0 LU0/iap?aH 

o§olarzan 

iiiy/i ap?aH 
§ularzan 

Tere/iap? 3 H 

tegelarzan 
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